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Review
What is the first definition of aesthetics that we learned in class?

“a particular taste for or approach to what is pleasing to the senses--
especially sight”
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Do artworks have to be beautiful or pretty®




Questions to determine what we can know as truth (Epistemology):

e What do we learn about capital punishment in this piecef

e What do we learn about Warhol¢

e What would it mean if the original photograph for this painting was
staged by Warhol instead of a documentary photo*

Questions to determine what is real and what exists (Metaphysics

e If this were a billboard instead of a work hung in a gallery would it be
art ¢

e Does Warhol’s use of photographic silkscreen make this work more
realistic®

e s this painting objective or subjective in relation to its subject, an
electric chair®




Questions to determine what we think is good in ethics and in art
(Values/Ethics (

e What value does this artwork have ¢

e Is this painting beautiful ¢

e What values would be reflected if this room was part of your school®

e What would be the ethical implications if a majority of Americans
agreed to hang this painting in their living rooms*

Bell Ringer Review!

e What three branches of Philosophy can be used to identify art®
e Metaphysics

e Ethics

e Epistemology




Definition three

Aesthetics

Function: noun

A particular theory or conception of beauty or art.
Beauty...

e “the qualities that give pleasure to the senses”.
e ‘“ characteristic of a person, place, object or idea that provides a
perceptual experience of pleasure, meaning or satisfaction”.

Art:-

The product of creative human activity in which materials are shaped or “
selected to convey an idea, emotion, or visually interesting form

Art and Beauty...

Socrates and Plato- art was an Selectivity (important event in
.imitation of nature/reality (artist’s life

Supported the Objective Clarity (purpose, must be
Approach, that Beauty is a matter (intelligent and Clear

.of fact

Integration (relationship to the
Ex. If a statue is beautiful, then (“degree” of beauty present
someone who does not like does
not merely have different taste,
they are actually wrong




Subjectivism

Supported by 18th Century
Philosopher David Hume.

We are not born with knowledge,
we learn from experience.

Therefore, by using our senses we
then develop the notion of what
is beautiful.

However our judgments on
beauty are personal ones .

Art is a “matter of taste”.

Is there a purpose to Art¢

Nietzsche believed that the
purpose of art was metaphysical.

Focused on myths that involved
death and destruction.

Believed that unhappiness is
actually good for human beings.

Focuses us to have courage and
strive toward greater
accomplishments.

It is better to be sad and deep
than to be happy and superficial.




For example
Another approach is to say that “art” is basically a
sociological category, that whatever art schools and

museums and artists get away with is considered art

regardless of formal definitions.
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Aesthetic theories provide different answers to these questions :

What makes something a work of art ¢

What do we learn from it ¢

What value does this work have?

Basic Aesthetic Theories:

Formalism

Instrumentalism
Institutionalism

0 O O O 0O O O

Welcome Back!

..Bell Ringer

Agenda and Objective:
Through notes/discussion
students will understand
the three definitions of
Aesthetics

Representation (imitation, realism, mimesis (
Expressionism (emotionalism(

Communication of moral and religious ideas
Symbolic (non-verbal) communication

What are the three
theories aesthetic theories
that we discussed
syesterday




Representation (imitation, realism, mimesis:(

The essence of art is to picture or portray reality. Good art mirrors the
world, imitating nature or some ideal form

Expressionism (emotionalism :(

The essence of art is expression of the inner emotions, feelings, moods, and
mental states of the artist. Good art effectively and sincerely brings these
inner states to an external objectification .

Both Aristotle and Nietzsche both agreed that artists should be concerned
with how their works will affect their audience




Formalism :

The essence of art is “significant form” - lines, shapes, colors, and other
formal properties of the work; representation, expression, and other
subject matter are irrelevant. Good art uses formal elements to trigger an
“aesthetic emotion” in sensitive observers.

Communication of moral and religious ideas :

The essence of art is the communication of important moral and religious
values from the artist to the observer. Good art is a form of sincere
communication by the artist that “infects” the observers with those
important moral ideas .




Symbolic (non-verbal) communication:

The essence of art is the communication of important ideas and other
knowledge through symbolic (non-verbal) languages. Good art
communicates its meaning effectively through this non-verbal language.




Instrumentalism :

The essence of art is its usefulness in helping us to comprehend and
improve our overall life experiences. Good art is always a means to some
important end .




Institutionalism:-

Art is determined by status conferred upon it by the institutions of the art
world not by an observable property in the artwork itself.




3definitions for aesthetics:

1) a particular taste for, or approach to, what is pleasing to the senses--
especially sight:

2) a branch of philosophy dealing with the nature of art and beauty:

3) a particular theory or conception of beauty or art .




